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A Note from our Minister, Rev. Anita 

“We Make the Road by Walking” 
Hello Everyone!   

Jordan Station United Church has begun a year-
long quest for aliveness using Brian McLaren's 
book, "We Make the Road by Walking".  The 
book provides an overview of the biblical story 
and a fresh introduction or re-orientation to 
Christian faith. Each week we will dive into a new 
chapter and seek to activate our faith in our 
lives. 

"Wanderer, your footsteps are the road, and 
nothing more; wanderer, there is no road, the 
road is made by walking. By walking one makes 
the road, and upon glancing behind one sees the 
path that never will be trod again. Wanderer, 
there is no road – Only wakes upon the sea. ― 
Antonio Machado, Campos de Castilla 

The title suggests that Christian faith is still “in 
the making” (as Dr. John Cobb has put it). It 
continues to grow, evolve, learn, change, 
emerge, and mature … in and through us. What 
we will be as Christians in the 21st century, for 
better or worse, will surely change what 
Christian faith will be in the 22nd century and 
beyond. I encourage every family to purchase a 
copy of the book.  They are available for $20 
from Rev. Anita or Sonja in the Church Office. 

Please join us for on-demand worship any time 
after 6:15am each Sunday morning on YouTube 
and don't forget to Subscribe to get updates on 
what’s happening here at Jordan Station United 
Church. 

 

 

Be Well . . . Stay Safe . . .  
Together we seek Aliveness! 

Blessings, Rev. Anita 
 
 

A Note from the Council Chair, Wayne Gibson 

“Keeping the faith During COVID-19” 
During this period of Covid-19 I was running on 
empty regarding the church. Maybe some of you 
have had similar feelings? When Rev. Anita sent 
out an email asking a few of us to ponder on 
what we are most excited about for the coming 
year, it forced me to think about the 
possibilities. There was a news article on CTV 
entitled “Keeping the Faith during COVID 19”.  
How do we keep the faith and what exactly does 
this mean “Keeping the Faith”?     

Just the thought of not going to church, listening 
to a live sermon, singing (well maybe not 
actually singing as this is not my strong point) 
and not meeting friends after church instilled a 
lack of enthusiasm in me personally. 

So, how do we generate enthusiasm in the time 
of isolation, social distancing and keeping in our 
small bubbles.  How do we communicate and 
stay connected?   

For the senior group this may be a challenge.  
Especially those seniors who do not use 
Facebook or other forms of digital 
communication.  The one way I have tried to stay 
connected is by phone. John Thompson and I 
have not missed a day since the pandemic 
began. Perhaps you have a church friend or 
friends you can stay in touch with on a regular 
basis? This is one solution for us a community to 
stay in touch.   

The CTV program covered 3 areas to look at: 
1 - Testament to Perseverance: 
We must admire Rev. Anita and her small band 
of technicians, musicians, and broadcast 
programmer. I am sure this was a big learning 
curve.  We are blessed to have Pete around to 
help in this endeavour.  Every week they work 
hard on providing us with a Worship Service 
using the tools available to come up with a 
digital service.    



 
2 - It has Been a Big Learning Curve 
How do we reach members of our 
congregation?  For this to work it’s not just up to 
the leaders.  This may be a time for you to 
challenge yourself.  If you have a computer ask 
yourself can I learn how to use YouTube, Zoom 
etc.  It’s like riding a bike.  Once you get your 
balance there is nothing to it.  If you have a 
problem, you probably know a young person 
you can ask for help. 
 
3 - Bridge the Divide 
Some of you may have rarely missed a church 
service.  This may be the first time.  While the 
future is uncertain it gives us time to reflect on 
our faith.  Rev Anita is challenging us with a year 
long journey using the book entitled “We Make 
the Road by Walking”. Let’s see how this journey 
grows our faith and enriches us as we seek 
aliveness! 
 

Highlights from Church Council Meeting   
A physically distanced Council meeting was held 
in the Church parking lot on Tuesday, September 
15 and a new ‘Return-to-Church’ Planning 
Committee was formed.  While it was 
determined that we are not yet ready to open 
for Services in the Sanctuary, we need to plan for 
a future opening and have proper procedures in 
place that will allow us to open safely.   

Therefore, we need to work out a lot of details: 
 
 What’s the best way to ensure everyone 

keeps a safe distance (a challenge when your 
extended family tends to be very huggy)?  

 How do we keep frequently touched 
surfaces clean?  

 What do we do about singing?  

 Do we need to designate entrances and exits 
to manage the people flow?  

 If our sanctuary can hold 30 people under 
the 30 percent rule, what do we say to the 
31st person who comes to church on a 
Sunday? And a dozen more things have to be 

discussed (and we haven’t even got to the 
coffee and cookies yet). 

As most businesses are trying to figure this all 
out, we are too, but with an additional layer of 
complexity: these are not our customers we’re 
talking about, this is our family. Many are 
vulnerable and frightened, all of them are 
concerned about their own well-being and that 
of others. Somehow, we will figure this all out; 
and, sooner or later, our doors will re-open. In 
the meantime, it’s only the bricks and mortar of 
the church building that is closed; the church 
itself has not been closed for a minute. It 
continues to live, serve, and thrive because the 
people – our family – are open to how God is 
always doing a new thing in the world, even in a 
world of COVID-19. 
(with excerpts from an article by Rev. Daniel Benson, 
St. Paul’s United Church, Scarborough, ON.)  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fundraising Committee Update 

I am so excited to be 
back! Thank you to 
everyone who was 
able to help out at 
the BBQ Car Rally we 
held in July. I love 
that even though 

there is a pandemic we can all come up with 
ways to be together and support our church. I 
have some more ideas for fundraising in the 
upcoming year that are also COVID friendly. 
Even though we are going through this tough 
time, I think it is important to stay in touch and 
work together as best as we can.  

I hope that everyone has had a great summer 
and I can’t wait to see what these next few 
months can do for us as a church. Again thank 
you all for helping me with all these fundraisers 
I wouldn’t be able to do it without you all. 
Sarah Foster 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Property Committee Update 

We hope everyone is well 
and staying as safe as 
possible during this very 
trying time.  Our daily lives 
have all been changed to 
some extent. But, as some things have stayed a 



constant with us all, so has it been with our 
Church responsibilities. 

Our faithful, lawn cutting volunteers have 
continued to keep the grounds neat and tidy.  
The Gibsons and Thompsons were able to plant 
many hostas and trim the trees and shrubs along 
the Bridgeport Drive side of the Church. Initial 
weeding of the flowerbeds was completed. The 
east entrance was successfully cleared of an 
infestation of wasps. 

The building itself, is checked on a very regular 
basis as required by our Insurance Company. In 
early April, an upgrade of the Fire Alarm System 
was completed.  We now have a cellular system 
that will ensure we are protected during a power 
outage.  Tim and Cathy Davies were able to 
install the new windows in the offices.   

The Town of Lincoln requires the Backflow 
Prevention Assembly to be tested annually. This 
was completed at the same time a new toilet fill 
valve was installed in the downstairs washroom. 

May God help us to make the right decisions in 
days to come. 

John & Margaret Thompson 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Finance Committee Update 

Since March, the Finance Chair 
and the Church bookkeeper 
have kept in contact by 
telephone approximately every 
two weeks and the Finance 
Committee met for the first time on August 15 
socially distanced in the Church parking lot.    
Contributions that were made by direct deposit 
to our bank account or through Par were 
handled electronically but those made by 
cheque were deposited in the Church account 
by Wayne and Lynn Gibson.   

Financial results up to September 8 compare 
favourably with last year although the 
distribution has been more towards the General 
Fund or Memorial Fund rather than Missions.  
Special thanks go out to three major cheque 
contributors and all our Par contributors who 
have allowed us to maintain financial viability 
despite losing three regular envelope 
contributors during the year.   The operating 
deficit for the two funds not designated for 

Missions, Memorial or Sabbatical totals $4,811.    
This compares with an operating deficit last year 
(2019) at the same time of $8,526.    The 
difference basically is the result of the reasons 
given above - three major donors and most of 
our donations during COVID being directed to 
General Funds.   We are missing all our other 
income of rentals and the full fundraising 
schedule of activities.    

The year ahead for me as the Finance Chair is 
quite likely going to be challenging as I begin 
Immune Therapy treatments at the Walker 
Cancer Clinic in St. Catharines and I will be 
resigning from the Finance Committee at year 
end.   Brian Worth has agreed to complete one 
more review of our financial information and 
assist with year-end reporting.    

The months ahead may be challenging for us all 
but if we can continue to support and love one 
another we will survive.    

Edie Duncan 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Welcome Back Creative Spirit! 

Dip your brush in brilliant colour, watch it flow 
across the paper, see the magic of newly created 
colours, take a deep breath, let salt fall 
whimsically in the liquid pools, smoosh 
crumpled plastic wrap through the paint, run 
your finger across a paint filled toothbrush 
splattering shades of the Season of Creation, see 
your creativity come to life in ways you didn’t 
know it could.  Do you feel . . . ALIVE?  Author 
Brian D. McLaren (We Make the Road by 
Walking) says, “The quest for aliveness explains 
so much of what we do.”  That is why, as creative 
beings, we create. 

How exciting to be back with you for our new 
season of Creative Spirit.  We discovered this 
past Spring, that even though sessions had to be 
moved online while we sheltered in place, how 
strong our connection to God and to each other, 



through creating, it really is regardless of our 
location.  What a gift. 

This fall we are delving deeper in our approach 
to our spiritual practice: first, exploring our 
creative spirit through a new understanding of 
“aliveness”, taking our cue from the book, “We 
Make the Road by Walking”; second, extending 
the focus on one main medium for a 4-5 week 
block of time.  Yes, after all the times you have 
said to yourself “if I were to do that again…”, 
here’s your chance!  

Part of being able to spend more time on one 
medium, means that we are going to be using 
more specific supplies.  For our first block 
supplies list, please feel free to email me 
directly. For any supplies that you may not have, 
they can be purchased through me; $25 for the 
box of supplies. 

If you are interested in joining us (no experience 
necessary), we meet at 10:00am Tuesday 
mornings on Zoom.  My contact info for 
questions, Zoom info etc: 
Email: creativespiritministry@gmail.com 
cell: 416-427-1586.   

Looking forward to this next journey together, 

Carolyn Campbell 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Choir Musings 

It has been a season of loss in immeasurable 
ways to all of us. We have tried to keep our 
spirits up in spite of alienation and loneliness in 
the wake of Covid 19. 

Added to that is the loss of our beloved Marion, 
who was such a trooper to the end. I am so glad 
that our choir has family and friends to surround 
them and hold them up as we deal with the 
ramifications of this ‘new reality’. 

It has been challenging to learn new techniques 
for providing services to our congregation, and 
yet has allowed the worship team to focus on 
providing music for our online worship.  

We are hoping that many of you will be 
worshipping with us on YouTube as you enjoy 
your morning coffee or tea! 

Going forward, we will continue to air our 
services until such time as it is deemed safe to 
prepare our church for reopening. We are 
gradually upgrading our technical needs and this 

will help us tremendously in the quality of our 
sound especially.  

We will also continue to meet on Thursdays at 
2:00pm for a virtual choir sing and chat on Zoom. 
We hope that you and others who like to sing 
will join us starting on September 24. Please 
contact me for more information. 

In the meantime, be safe and take good care of 
yourselves and each other. 

Blessings to you all. 
Joyce Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Jordan 
Station United Church.  We look forward to 
welcoming you back into our Church as soon as 
we can do so safely. 
 
Join us on-line every Sunday on YouTube 
(premiering at 6:15am for all those early risers) 
to watch our weekly Services.   
 

PLEASE Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 
 
Keep up to date on all our activities by following 
us on Facebook or Instagram. 
 
Visit our website for information and links on 
historical services, events, policies and more! 

www.JordanStationUnitedChurch.org 
 
 

 

Jordan Station United Church 
4105 Bridgeport Drive 
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